
 

The Council’s direct support of the St Martin’s Food Pantry is primarily through funding rice purchases 
on an ongoing basis.  The rice is purchased in bulk and repackaged for distribution to those in need.  St 
Martin’s food pantry serves several hundred clients in the Gaithersburg, MD area, and is open once a 
week.  The direct support of the Council is provided by a once monthly donation after our Business 
meeting as we socialize with one another.  The time immediately after the conclusion of the Business 
meeting is important as we work to implement the deliberations of the meeting.  The collection of for the 
pantry is one of those functions, and approximately $70-80 is collected after each meeting.  Since July 1, 
2010, Brother Leo Snyder, chair of this initiative, has purchased over 700 pounds of rice. The food that is 
provided by the pantry is a vital lifeline for the community, primarily low income and many immigrants, 
and keeps many families intact.  Watching the operations of the Pantry as the clients receive food is a real 
reminder of the need for Christian charity to anyone who has witnessed the food distribution.  
 
 
“The St. Martin's Food Pantry distributes non-perishable food items to needy families every Monday 
throughout the year. The Pantry's Monday food distribution starts with the giving out of numbers for 
places in line, beginning when the Pantry volunteers arrive about 5:45 am Monday morning. Distribution 
of food begins at 10:00 am and closes at 11:30 am.”  
http://www.stmartinsweb.com/go2/socialconcerns/ 
 
Perhaps more importantly than direct support is the work that two Council members and their families can 
provide by assisting in the pantry during the week.  In recognition of the dedication of the efforts of Helen 
and Harry Dixon, who according to fellow pantry workers “have been there forever”, but specifically for 
2009-2010, a special award was presented to them at the pantry on May 31, 2010, to the applause of all 
their coworkers and to the gratitude of the recipients.   
 

 
 
Hellen and Harry Dixon receiving recognition for years of service to the St Martin’s Food Pantry, pictured with 
Brother Leo Snyder.  Helen’s expression says it all. 



Community 

 
The Pantry is located next to the St Martin’s Church. 
 

 
 
Food comes in bulk and is repackaged. 
 

 
Clients in line to receive food that keeps families together. 


