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Knights of Columbus of Council #2323 wishes to acknowledge and thank the priests of St. 
Mary's, St. Martin's, and St. Francis for their dedication and service to each and every 
parishioner. 
 

We remember that every priest is human, like all of us, and that each has answered God’s 
special call to special service to share his unique talents.   
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April is here! Our Spring Membership Blitz is underway and we now look forward to welcoming 
our new brothers into our Councils and the Order. Grand Knights, Membership Directors and 
Brother Knights should encourage all new members to take advantage of the Fraternal Benefits 
offered by the Order. That is Father McGivney’s dream that all families be provided for in the 
event of loss of income by either/or both parents. Providing income for those we leave behind is 
a SELFLESS act of love that provides us with peace of mind and at the same time allows our 
Order to provide marvelous benefits to our Church, Holy Father and to many other activities 
around the world, some of which are catastrophic. All of us should do our part. Become an 
Insurance Member of the Order . 
 

If we need to schedule more first degrees in the District let me know so they can be set up for 
the convenience of everyone.  
 

We are now in the final three months of this fraternal year and all councils in the District with the 
exception of Our Lady of Guadalupe are far from the goals set at the beginning of the year. Do 
not be discouraged! There is still time to add to our number and make our councils grow.  
Please continue with the outstanding “Surge with Service” programs you have planned. The 
reports for this fraternal year ended April 1, 2010 but the activities from April 1 through June 30 
may be reported by the next Grand Knight and his officers. 
 

On behalf of Nancy, Jill and Jack and Phyllis, I wish all of you and your families a very Blessed 
and Happy Easter from the District staff.  
 

May God Bless our work, 
John L. Durbin , District Deputy  
�
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As we celebrate the Easter Season and the renewal it brings in so many aspects of our lives, we 
welcome the many people who are Baptized and Confirmed into the Catholic Church at the traditional 
Easter Vigil Masses.   
 
In the final stages of the year’s RCIA program, the Archdiocese recently held two, jam-packed sessions 
for the Rite of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception.   Saint Martin's had 24 elect and candidates, Saint Francis had 8, and Saint 
Mary's had 15!   
 
The Knights of Columbus welcome the new members of the Church.  
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March 11, 2010 Press Release 
 

(SAN FRANCISCO, CA) -- The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled today that he words 
"one nation under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance "do not violate the Establishment Clause" of 
the First Amendment to the Constitution. 
 
The Knights of Columbus led the campaign to add the words "under God" to the Pledge in the 
early 1950s, and the trial court agreed to allow the Knights of Columbus to join the present case 
as defendants when it was originally filed in 2005. 
 
"This decision is a victory for common sense," Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. "It is also 
a welcome reversal of the Ninth Circuit's 2002 decision in a similar case that was ultimately 
thrown out by the Supreme Court on technical grounds. Today, the Court got it absolutely right: 
recitation of the Pledge is a patriotic exercise, not a religious prayer. Best of all, the Court said 
that the words 'under God' add a 'note of importance which a Pledge to our Nation ought to 
have and which in our culture ceremonial references to God arouse.' Every reasonable person 
knows that, and today's decision is a breath of fresh air from a court system that has too often 
seemed to be almost allergic to public references to God. This is a very good day for America," 
Anderson concluded. 
 
In today's ruling, the Court noted that, "Among the 'self-evident truths' the Framers believed was 
the concept that all people are entitled to certain inalienable rights given to them by the 'Laws of 
Nature and Nature's God' and that the purpose of government should be to "secure those 
rights.'" Such beliefs provide the context in which the words of the Pledge must be understood, 
the Court said. 
 
The Knights of Columbus and several individual Knights and their families were defendant-
intervenors in the case, and the court's 2-1 decision incorporates many of the arguments 
presented to the Court by The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, a public interest law firm that 
represented the Knights in the case. Oral arguments before the Ninth Circuit panel had been 
heard in December 2007. Other defendants in the case included the United States government 
and a Sacramento-area school district.�
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Chaplain   
Associate Chaplain Deacon Jim Datovech  

Grand Knight Christopher H. Dierken 301-948-4238 
Deputy Grand Knight John K. Leighton 301-340-9143 

Chancellor Lewis D. Tillis ��� ���� �����  
Warden David Ball 301-924-1179 

Recorder Larry Royster 301-424-5674 
Financial Secretary James P. Cribbin, PGK, FDD 301-770-7784 

Lecturer Wilbur G. Wingo 301-869-6254 
Treasurer Edwin E. Dudenhoeffer 301-774-4262 
Advocate Joseph M. Kempf 301-460-8918 

Inside Guard Russell P. Kennedy 301-977-1804 
Inside Guard   

Outside Guard Michael H. Cox 240-678-3702 or 301-962-6581 
Outside Guard Nicholas A. Kendros 240-221-3515 

Trustees Randy A. Drago, PGK 301-963-7521 
Trustees Patrick B. McAleer, PGK 301-253-3856 
Trustees Shannon H. Doherty, PGK 301-963-5027 
Delegate Randy A. Drago, PGK 301-963-7521 

�'&!%����%"�3�"-�'&!%����%"�3�"-�'&!%����%"�3�"-�'&!%����%"�3�"-� ������)%"'�+���)%"'�+���)%"'�+���)%"'�+� ���
Council Shannon H. Doherty 301-963-5027 

Church & Vocations  301-340-9143 
Community Lewis Tillis ��� ���� �����  

Pro-Life  301-208-1170 
Family Michael E. Bean 301-460-6193 
Youth Matthew E. Mongelli 301-251-2949 

Membership  301-948-4238 
Retention Christopher H. Dierken 301-948-4238 

Fourth Degree John L. Durbin, DD, PGK 301-762-4448 
Refreshments Michael F. Ambrosia 301-869-5115 

Hall Rental Robert E. Mongelli 301-984-9272 
Public Relations Randy A. Drago 301-963-7521 

Fraternal Benefits Patrick B. McAleer, PGK 301-253-3856 
Necrology Joseph P. Zetts, PGK 301-762-6792 

�&��,�!/��'��'�*"�'!��'*�,�'(����)%"'�+�&��,�!/��'��'�*"�'!��'*�,�'(����)%"'�+�&��,�!/��'��'�*"�'!��'*�,�'(����)%"'�+�&��,�!/��'��'�*"�'!��'*�,�'(����)%"'�+� ���
President Robert E. Mongelli (2 yr.) 301-984-9272 

Vice President Kevin J. Bean (1 yr.) 301-253-5512 
Secretary Mark F. Lynch (1 yr.) 301-977-0890 
Treasurer Paul J. Barrett, Sr., PGK, PCP (3 yr.) 301-762-3612 

Maintenance Paul M. Noga (3 yr.) 301-977-7922 
Director Michael E. Bean (1 yr.) 301-460-6193 
Director Matthew E. Mongelli (2 yr.) 301-251-2949 
Director Shannon H. Doherty (2 yr.) 301-963-5027 
Director Charles R. Durbin (3 yr.) 301-460-4808 

 
www.kofc2323.com 

Published monthly by the members of Montgomery Coun cil No. 2323 for members and their families . 
Deadline for entries is approximately the 15 th of each month (but earlier is better, if possible! ) 

Brenda Hoffmaster, Editor  (301) 770-7840, e-mail:  hoffmast13@msn.com ����
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Spring is a time for renewal. Trees and plants will soon be blooming, and many animals will shake 
off the cold and become active again. As the winter doldrums end, you’ll be ready to get outside 
with your family, too, and be part of this renewal. 
 
It is also a perfect opportunity to take a few moments to consider your goals and what’s important 
to you and your loved ones. Are you planning to welcome a new child or sending one to college? 
Are you looking forward to retirement? Will you have enough money to accomplish these goals? 
What would happen if something happened to you? 
 
Whether or not you have life insurance with the Order, I’ll be happy to meet with you and examine 
how you can meet your needs and goals.  If you’ve had any life changes since you last bought a 
policy (new home, new child, new job, etc.), chances are your life insurance needs to be updated.  
Maybe an annuity or long-term care plan appeals to your situation. Whatever the case, I’ll work with 
you to make sure you have the coverage you need at a price you can afford. 
 
When we meet, you’ll discover that the time we spend together will be a commitment to your future 
and your family’s well-being. Let’s get together soon to renew your financial goals with the stable 
backing of the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Call me – let’s talk. 
 
Patrick McAleer, FICF, PGK 
301-253-3856 
patrick.mcaleer@kofc.org 
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The Council maintains an e-mail listing for members for notices and reminders of events and news, 
especially items that happen between Courier publishing and mailing dates.  The Courier is posted 
each month to the Council’s website, www.kofc2323.org. 
 
If you have not received an e-mail or e-vite from the Council over the past month or so, please be 
certain that we have your current e-mail address.  It’s best to drop a note to 
kofcmontgomery2323@yahoo.com so that we can add or update your e-mail. 
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At the recent Tootsie Roll Award evening at St. Raphael’s Trumpet Room, Knights from various 
councils in our area gathered with organizations providing services and support to individuals with 
intellectual disabilities.  Grants funded through the Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive were 
awarded.  The committee of Grand Knights reviewing the requests for grants could only wish to be 
able to fund all the requests.  The committee stretched monies as much as possible, and awarded 
the following grants: 
 
 
Organization � �Sponsoring Council � �Award �
The Ivymount School� �Rock Creek Council 2797� �$3,000.00�
Cabin John Middle School� �St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567� �$800.00�
Catholic Coalition for Special Education� �St. John the Baptist Council 11106� �$1,400.00�
Circle of Hope Therapeutic Riding, Inc.� �Our Lady of Fatima Council 6901� �$4,000.00�
Roberto Clemente Middle School� �Our Lady of Guadalupe Council 12127� �$550.00�
Germantown Elementary School� �Fr. McKenna Council 11024� �$1,342.95�
Interplay Company Band� �St. Joseph Manyanet Council 5567� �$3,340.00�
K.E.E.N. Foundation, Inc.� �Monsignor Wells Council 13008� �$1,000.00�
Longview School       � �Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council 6793� �$5,096.00�
Montgomery Primary Achievement Center� �Our Lady of Guadalupe Council 12127� �$2,800.00�
Potomac Community Resources, Inc.� �Mater Dei Council 9774� �$1,715.00�
Preschool Education Program (PEP)� �Mater Dei Council 9774� �$500.00�
Red Wiggler Foundation, Inc.� �St. Paul Council 11105� �$1,800.00�
Dr. Sally Ride Elementary School� �St. Elizabeth Council 12796� �$800.00�
St. Joseph House� �Fr. Rosensteel Council 2169� �$6,420.00�
The Kennedy Institute� �Fr. Peter Paul Maher Council 6793� �$500.00�
Special Olympics Montgomery� �Montgomery Council 2323� �$8,509.57�
St. John the Evangelist Elementary School��Fr. Rosensteel Council 2169� �$2,000.00�

� �Our Lady of Vietnam Council � ��
� � � ��

��
A portion of Council #2323’s Tootsie Roll collection supports Montgomery County Special Olympics 
to  help to defray the cost-sharing that Montgomery County Special Olympics must pay to the 
Maryland Special Olympics for each of the Winter Game athletes, coaches and chaperones from 
Montgomery County.  Nancy Durbin is the Head of the Montgomery Delegation, organizing 23 
athletes and 12 chaperones and coaches.   
 
The Special Olympic Teams also pay for court time for Basketball and Volleyball, plus field rentals 
for Soccer.  In addition to these, Montgomery County Special Olympics must cost-share expenses 
for at least 100 Summer Games held at Towson University in June, and then Sailing  in July.   
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Montgomery Council’s Jill Durbin participates in Snowshoeing, and won a Gold Medal for the 400 
Meter race for women in her heat of 8.  Jill also brought home 2 Silver medals for the 100 Meter 
and 200 Meter races against 4 other athletes  The first picture is of Jill getting her gold medal,  the 
second picture is of Jill and Joe Wu --the two athletes in Snowshoeing from Mo.Co. and the third is 
of Jill finishing her race.  
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Our Annual Charity Grant Awards will be presented on Sunday, May 23, 2010 at 3:00 PM.  The 
event will take place at Father Cuddy Hall and we will celebrate with a luau.  Dinner will begin at 
approximately 4:00. 
 
The grants provide tangible support to each of our 3 parish schools and religion education 
programs.  This support is for equipment, program materials and or classroom improvements.    
 
To date we have given grants totaling $24,000.00, not including this year’s grants that will fund 
current wish list items. 
 
So come and enjoy the luau atmosphere food and meet the leaders of our parish schools.  Cost is 
only $6.00 per person. 
 
Contact Deputy Grand Knight John Leighton,  301 340-9143, for reservations. 
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Hershey’s Restaurant hosted Council 2323 for Friday Night Lenten Meals, and helped support our 
charity activities.  With its bright yellow walls and charming country décor, Hershey’s is traditionally 
known for its delectable fried chicken and crab cakes.   
 
The Knights of Columbus decided to try Hershey’s fish and seafood menu during this Lenten 
season.  The food was good, the ambiance warm and welcoming, but the best part was probably just 
sitting down with other Knights and their families at the end of the work week - just taking time to 
relax and chill.  These simple, enjoyable times provided fellowship.  Hershey’s donated to the Knights 
for charitable activities, and the Knights supported a local small business.  Hershey’s even provided 
the clean up crew! 
 
We thank Hershey’s for the hospitality and for supporting the Knights of Columbus in the community.  
Don’t wait for next Lent to visit Hershey’s Restaurant.  It’s open all year.   Thank you to Lew Tillis and 
Dave Ball for bringing the Knights Families and Hershey’s together. 
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Family Night is usually celebrated the second Friday of each month.  This is a simple meal for 
$5 per person or $20-25 per family, along with social time for adults and kids.  Proceeds are 
donated to charity. 
 
Watch for e-vite reminders on e-mail, and, if possible, respond to the e-vite to help assure that 
enough food is ordered for the evening. 
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Brothers, please continue saving the pull tabs from canned sodas, beer, small cans of juice, soups, 
pet foods, canned fruit, soy, and many other dietary supplements.  The net proceeds from these will 
be donated to the National Cancer Institute of the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, and to 
the Ronald McDonald House Charities.  The Ronald McDonald House offers a place where families 
stay while their family member is receiving treatment because of a serious illness or injury.  The pull 
tabs can be placed in the container in the Hall.  If you need a container, or need to turn some in, 
please call Mike Thomas at (301) 330-5970. 
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Friday Night Bingo, which for decades has provided a substantial and regular income for our 
parish needs your help. Please consider setting aside just 2-3 hours once every 8 weeks to 
help keep our program functioning smoothly. It is easy, and allows you to help our parish while 
meeting fellow parishioners. For further details, please contact Linda Foster, (301) 466-1256 or 
thebchmom@comcast.net or Kathy Cornwell, (301) 948-4027.�

“BING – O!”  

Food, Fun and Cash  

Enjoy a great night of Bingo at St. Francis of Assisi, 6701 Muncaster Mill Road, Derwood. 
Admission sales start at 5:30 and end at 7:30.Las Vegas sales begin at 5:30.The kitchen opens 
for service at 5:45. Early Bird Games start at 7:00. Come and enjoy the fun!�
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Did you know that the RPC gets 15% of all profits at the Urban Burger Company, 5566 Norbeck 
Road (Bauer Drive Shopping Center) in Rockville, every first Tuesday of the month through 
2010 from 6-9pm. 

You do now! 
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Help us to remember Your Gifts of the Holy Spirit,  
and help us to use them for the good of one another.   

Help us to fulfill your request for corporal works of mercy,  
and help us to personally reach-out to our ailing members  

and our bereaved families.   
Let us always remember to pray for those who have  

no one to pray to for them. 
 
 
�
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Of Thanksgiving for Many Blessings and Prayers Alre ady Answered; and 
For Restoration of Health, we especially pray for: 

 
John Barrientos, Mary Bernatz, Don Bowman, Robert Cox, Rose Cox,  

Veronica Datovech (mother of Deacon Jim), Ron and Helen Dunn, Catherine Fennelly,  
Martha Gillis, Judy Hoffmaster, Bill Hornish, Mary Kempf, Maurice Kennedy, Alice Lassiter,  

Patricia Leighton, Rosemary McAleer, Paul Noga, Fran Paepeke, John and Ann Rivera,  
Nan Thomas, Bill Toner, Courtney Vaughn, Eileen Sun Wei,  

Armed Forces Worldwide,  
Victims of the Haiti and Chile Earthquakes, their Families and Friends,  

and those who have been called to aid the rescues, clean-up and restoration. 
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Judy Leasure,  

Armed Forces Worldwide, and  
Victims of the Haiti and Chile Earthquakes 
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