
   Knights’ Courier   

         
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  -  MONTGOMERY COUNCIL #2323

P.O. BOX 5626  DERWOOD, MARYLAND 20855-0626    301-977-2644 
www.kofc2323.org

September, 2008

FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER ZYLLA  

Dear Brother Knights,

It’s almost frightening for me to use the month “September” again, since for those of us who are in the academic 
world that word betokens a new phase about to begin once more. Many joys and interior rewards are the bright part 
of the picture, but also many difficulties and trials, a fresh dose of discipline, etc. are the other part. However, when I 
speak of it in two parts, virtually everyone else can claim that it’s the same for them. In reference to ourselves as 
Knights of Columbus, perhaps our focus then is on the discipline aspect which comes to fore at this time of year.

Another way of speaking of the “discipline” is to say that our service as Knights must be real, not only lip service; 
our love of neighbor must be real, not only one of good intentions. (Remember that old saying, “The road to hell is  
paved with good intentions.”?)  And we recall again a line of that old poem: Life is real, life is earnest… Since we 
pledge as Knights to “give service” to Family, Church, Community, Council, etc. we may as well actually do it. 
Let’s go where the need is greatest.

One additional point. This year we celebrate “Labor Day” on September 1st. We are privileged to celebrate it. In 
many countries people are without work, or conversely, they are forced to work endlessly. We are privileged to 
work. It’s God’s way of helping us to come to the full perfection of being human beings, persons. Think of how 
much more and greater we are as persons precisely because we give ourselves willingly to the discipline of work. 
How many skills and talents we develop.  How much more we can do for others because of work! What an immense 
depth of joy and satisfaction we experience in life because of work! Particularly as Knights we can rejoice because 
of this gift God bestows upon us. Have a happy holiday!

Fr. Robert Zylla, O.S.C.
Chaplain



FROM OUR DISTRICT DEPUTY  

September is here, the children are back in school, the relaxing summer vacations are behind us and we look forward 
to our Fall Programs. September is the month for Chairmen of the Surge with Service activities to write their reports 
for the first quarter of this fraternal year. The reporting period for this quarter is from 1 April 2008 through 30 
September 2008. This gives our councils six months of events to report on their successes.
District activities for September and October include a first degree scheduled for September 24th at Fr. Maher 
Council and October 2nd at Our Lady of Guadalupe, October 7th at Montgomery and a second degree tentatively 
scheduled for October 18th at Montgomery (Saturday at 2:00 pm). Recruiting new members is a daily activity for all 
Knights in our District and first degrees are scheduled every month at one of our councils to allow us to bring them 
in promptly. Be active in recruiting and help our councils grow with new brother Knights that will bring fresh ideas 
and new programs to our councils.
State activities for October include the Columbus Day Ball on October 11th , the Columbus Day Parade in Baltimore 
on October 12th and Columbus Day festivities at Union Station in D.C. on the 13th. Information on all activities is 
available through your Grand Knight.
We are off to an exciting start in our new District #30. Our District Warden Jack Giacalone and Phyllis and Nancy 
and I are looking forward to enhancing our extended families by attending as many activities as we can and become 
part of every council that we serve.

God Bless you and your families.
Vivat Jesus

John L. Durbin, District Deputy  
Jesus I Trust In You

GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT  

Dear Brother Knights and Families,

The new fraternal year is off to a great start.  I hope you had a chance to join us for the Feast of the Assumption 
Mass and dinner at Father Cuddy Hall.  It was a wonderful experience to join with the brothers and families of our 
council, and the Sullivan Brothers Assembly, to celebrate this sacred feast.  Father Zylla never ceases to amaze with 
his pertinent words of wisdom on the meaning this special occasion has for each of us.  I would like to thank Father 
Zylla for being there to provide this to us.  I would also like to thank John Leighton, and those who helped him, as he 
organized his first church event for our council.  It was a great success.

At this Mass our council had the privilege to make a donation, on behalf of the prudent management of our building 
corporation, to each of the parishes supported by our council.  A total of $12,000 was given - $4,000 to each parish – 
to help with the needs of their schools and parishes.  I will follow later with details on how the funds were used.

By the time you receive this newsletter our annual Tootsie Roll Drive campaign for the intellectually challenged will 
be well underway.  This is traditionally the most intense charitable effort of the year for our council.  The success of 
this year's drive depends wholly on the support of our individual members and families, who in past years have 
demonstrated the willingness to make sacrifices of their personal time.

Please step up this year and volunteer to help one the captains of a store near your home.  By making this small 
sacrifice of your time, you are doing your part to live and grow to become a better Catholic.  Realize that the 
experience means much more than collecting money for the needy – It is a chance for each of us to express our love 
of Christ.  By giving freely of yourself - one of the most valuable things you have, your spare time – you are 
witnessing your faith before all.  Consider the sacrifice you make as a form of prayer and the burden of the effort 
will become light.



Work with and observe your Brother Knights during the experience and you will see a deeper meaning in these 
charitable efforts.  My personal experience with this organization has helped me understand what being a 
participating member of the Knights of Columbus means - it has helped me grow to become a better Catholic.

Contact John Leighton (301-340-9143), our Chairman of the Tootsie Roll campaign for this year - he will help you 
find an opportunity to join with your brothers and serve your community in the effort.  Enjoy the experience as it 
helps you grow to become a better Knight and a better Catholic.

There are several other events in need of volunteers this month and next.  Please take a look at the calendar at the 
end of this issue to see where you may be able to help.  Contact Matt Mongelli (301-251-2949) for the Soccer 
Shootout, Mike Bean (301-460-6193) for the Family Social, Calvin Ogden (301-990-8641) for the Senior Citizen's 
Dinner/Dance, and John Durbin (301-762-4448) for the Special Olympics Picnic, and as always, you can contact me 
at 301-963-7521 with any issues or concerns. 

Please know that your hard work is observed and appreciated by our community.  Let's set an example, together as a 
team, of what being a Knight really means.

Fraternally,
Randy Drago, Grand Knight

AUGUST DONATIONS TO PARISH EDUCATION PROGRAMS

Special guests on hand (pictured left to right with our Grand Knight, Randy Drago) were Susan Lea, Director of 
Youth Ministry at St. Francis; Sister Carol Rigali, O.S.F., Principal at St. Mary’s School; and Sister Sharon 
Mihm, C.S.C., Principal, and Julie Stinger, Assistant Principal, at St. Martin’s School.

These Educators joined us for Mass and dinner and accepted $4,000 donations to their Parish Education 
Programs.



LEADERSHIP  
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From the Supreme Council  
Information for this section is drawn from the Supreme’s website, 

http://www.kofc.org

As you might expect, the Supreme website has numerous articles about the International Convention of the 
Knights of Columbus in Quebec.  Watch for upcoming Columbia issues for fuller coverage.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CONVENTION DELEGATES ADOPT RESOLUTIONS 
CHALLENGING CATHOLIC OFFICE-HOLDERS ON ABORTION, AFFIRMING 

MARRIAGE AS UNION OF ONE MAN AND ONE WOMAN

from Patrick Korten <communications@kofc.org>, Thursday, August 7, 2008

(Quebec City, Quebec) - Delegates to the annual international convention of the Knights of Columbus today adopted 
a resolution opposing "any governmental action or policy that promotes abortion, embryonic stem cell research, 
human cloning, euthanasia, assisted suicide and other offenses against life."
 

The delegates also challenged "our fellow Catholics who are elected officials to be true to the faith they claim to 
profess by acting bravely and publicly in defense of life, affirming with Pope Benedict XVI that 'there can be no 
room for purely private religion.'"
 

The resolution stated that the organization reaffirms its "commitment to building a culture of life by promoting 
policies that favor the family," and reaffirmed the organization's "long standing policy of not inviting to any Knights 
of Columbus event persons, especially public officials or candidates for public office, who do not support the legal 
protection of unborn children."
 

The resolution on life issues follows by several days the opening convention address by Supreme Knight Carl A. 
Anderson, in which he called on Catholic voters to "stop accommodating pro-abortion politicians," and encouraged 
them to "say 'no' to every candidate of every political party who supports abortion." 
 

Delegates also adopted a resolution calling for "legal and constitutional protection . . . for the definition of marriage 
as the union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others."  
 

The resolution declares that "marriage is a natural institution based on ancient human values that have evolved over 
time into a unique and deeply rooted social, legal and religious institution," and that it "reflects the natural biological 
complementarity between man and woman which predates the state and which is woven into the social and religious 
fabric of every major culture and society."
 

Marriage between man and woman "provides the most favorable environment in which to protect the rights and the 
best interests of children," the resolution stated.
 

Convention delegates adopted resolutions dealing with other public policy issues as well, including building a 
culture of life, religious liberty, the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, decency on the Internet and in the 
media, Catholic education, and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The texts of all the resolutions can be found at: 
 

http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/convention_2008/resolutions/index.html  
 

For complete coverage of convention events, go to the "Convention Central" web page at:  
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/convention_2008/index.html  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Ejiu55Roq8rp70d5X5uYdkmIDdhB6rhcpijys5OmpW9geP6iQS_mcvHK99yLDMGxbV1YNZGhJ1IJ1wbel58p8EdklXJGztoAqYY9OIIMHizF7yCoiZcSipZOC51CvD3vkKfCxizDBvTLz898DIO6C08X-lIgkn5FWvRSSDqGY54=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Ejiu55Roq8rVpbHN0oYTKWZ3UfvLuSsMqduPOI_kseZ5Ki3anV8wM0ClZaPGw6ptQkG9QvvDZii39yveJHRBgfkdWETQYghHnN64uzFlEFC81lfcFgkCJwIwNy8ykb9xZTmbR24f7JliiA5M1LlvygdsXmQC7-DuIKg7JEv2e1FZByNs9xW-JVpqy0KxCTSM


Knights Establish 'Fathers for  Good' Web Site  

The Knights of Columbus launched a new initiative at the 
126th Supreme Council Meeting, called Fathers for Good. 

The centerpiece of the initiative is an interactive Web site, www.fathersforgood.org.“  

Fatherhood is a gift, a privilege and a responsibility,” Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson says in a special video 
message on the Web site.

FROM THE MARYLAND STATE COUNCIL  
Information for this section is drawn from the State Council’s website, http://www.kofc-md.org

COLUMBUS DAY BALL  

All are invited to enjoy the State Council’s Columbus Day Ball on Saturday, October 11, 7:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m., at 
LaFountaine in Glen Burnie.  Tickets are only $42.50 per person, which covers deluxe, sit-down dinner, premium 
open bar, dancing and music by the Monaldi Brothers.  Contact Randy Drago (301) 963-7521.

MARYLAND KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHARITY FUND, INC.
United Way / Combined Federal Campaign

The Charity Fund ID number for the CFC programs is 78166. It should be listed in the booklet that you receive 
from your Agency. This number must be indicated for all donations made through the CFC.
If the Fund is not listed on your United Way Campaign or any other Charity Campaign information, except 
CFC, write the following information on the Designation Pledge Card:

Maryland State Knights of Columbus Charity Fund, Inc. ID No. 0004632
2517 Ryce Drive
Waldorf, MD 20601

Thank you!  Johnny Norman, 301-645-3967  and  Pat Corcoran,  410-588-5880

http://www.kofc.org/un/index.cfm#nogo%23nogo
http://www.kofc.org/un/index.cfm#nogo%23nogo
http://www.fathersforgood.org/ffg/en/index.html
http://www.kofc.org/un/eb/en/convention_2008/newsroom/fathers.html


KNIGHTS SOFTBALL TEAM WINS AND GIVES BACK TOO

Our Softball team won its Division in the City of Rockville with a 16-4 record.  They came in second in the 
City Championship playoffs.  Their overall record was 19-6.  It was a great season.

Congratulations to team members:  Mark Arena, Kevin Bean, Mike Bean, Jeff Brink, Ron Dimaranan, Mike 
Frazier, Ken Fearon, Pat Gilroy, Jeff Isreal, Paul Loebach, Pete Loebach, Mike Maslanka, Matt Mongelli, Bob 
Mongelli, Mike Thomas and Brian Winner.  Congratulations Team.

Members of our Softball team made a $100 donation for the Nicole Lee memorial at Magruder's softball 
field/complex.  Nicole Lee, who was a member of St. Francis of Assisi Church and an avid softball player at 
Magruder, was killed in a car accident during the winter.  The memorial will include a new bullpen area for 
pitchers and catchers, a patio, retaining wall and bench for use during softball, and a place of reflection when 
not in use as a softball facility.

Mike Thomas

MONTGOMERY COUNCIL SUPPORTS ST. MARTIN’S PANTRY  

This year, we want to renew our support for the St. Martin’s Food Pantry.  Each month, as part of the social meeting 
(second meeting each month), we’ll accept monetary donations for the Pantry.  Contact Leo Snyder if you have 
specific questions, (301) 208-8930.

SEPTEMBER FAMILY NIGHT  . . .  SEE YOU ON SEPTEMBER 12  

Please join us for a family night at the Knights of Columbus 2323 for food and drinks, Friday September 12th 

from 6pm till 10pm. (Food is served from 6-9.)  Enjoy a meal and drinks for $10 a person or $25 for a family. 
Call for more information to Mike Bean @ 301-460-6193.  Proceeds to benefit The Children’s Inn at NIH:

“The Children’s Inn at the National Institutes of Health is a residential "place like home" for sick 
children and their families.  Children come from across the country and around the world to stay to-
gether with their families in The Inn’s healing environment while receiving groundbreaking medical 
treatments at the NIH, the world’s leading biomedical research center.  While the NIH takes care of 
the child’s medical needs, The Inn tends to the child’s heart, soul and spirit.”



Montgomery Council will hold their Seventh annual picnic for our Special Olympians of Montgomery County on 
September 20, 2008 from 1:00 to 2:30 pm. The location is Father Cuddy Hall. The committee would like help from 
any one that may be interested. 

Thank you,

John & Nancy Durbin (Chairs)
301-762-4448   /   jndurbin@att.net  

TOOTSIE ROLLS ARE HERE

The Tootsie Roll Campaign “Helping Those with Intel-
lectual Disabilities,” is kicking off in September.  So 
far, we have dates and venues set for 

September 27 and 28 at St Mary's (Captain: Drew Hoffmaster), 
September 27 and 28 at Kentland's Giant (Captain: Randy Drago) 
October 11 and 12 at Wal-Mart (Captain: George Silvas)
Norbeck-Bauer Safeway (Captain: Joe Kempf) is tentatively  scheduled for September 13 and 14
King Farm Safeway (Captain:  Kevin Ginley) is tentatively scheduled for November 8 and 9.

We working on a few other dates in October and early November, and we are still looking for a few more  cap-
tains to help with the campaign.  As always, please don't wait to get that call to help!!!  Please contact me at 301 
340 9143 for any information.

Fraternally, 
John Leighton, Chancellor

     2009 

Montgomery Council is once again providing Entertainment Books to enhance the various charitable efforts that we 
support. I need your help to make this year our best year ever.  Last year, almost 200 books were sold.  While I need 
all my brother Knights to become involved, those who are still working could be of big help by letting your co-
workers know about the availability of the Entertainment 2009 books.

What are Entertainment Books?  Save up to 50% on Dining, Travel, Shopping, Theater, Sports and more!  Over 100 
new offers can be found in the Book, plus four $5.00 off coupons for Safeway…A $20.00 value. Dine at your 
favorite fine, casual, and fast food restaurants.  Enjoy top local and national attractions; save on airfare, cruises, car 
rentals, and over 1,200 hotels, expanded discounts for the Eastern Shore, plus much, much more — all at up to 50% 
off.

mailto:jndurbin@att.net


There are Entertainment 2009 Books that cover virtually every major city in the United States.  Example, our 
immediate area is the Maryland/Washington, DC book.  Other example of areas is: Northern Virginia/Washington, 
DC; Baltimore, and literally any major metropolitan area in the United States.

Looking for a gift for someone out of town, then the Entertainment Book 2009 is your answer. Prices for out-of-
town books vary based on the location.  In order to ensure holiday delivery, orders should be turned in by Friday, 
November 3, 2008.

You can start using the book immediately for discounts up to November, 2009.

Now you ask, just how much is such a book. Great News! The Entertainment 2009 Books this year cost $25.00. 
For each book sold, our Council will receive $12.50.

The Entertainment 2009 Books are available for purchase immediately through December, 2008.  Obtain 
your book now!  To order your book, or if you have any questions contact:

Gary Palmer at 301-948-6494 or by e-mail at gtdbpalmer@verizon.net.  You can also contact Ed Dudenhoeffer at 
301-774-4262 or by e-mail at edduden@verizon.net.  

Let other family members or friends know about these Entertainment Books.  Those of you with businesses that 
would be willing to host a display and assist with selling books to your customers, please let me know.  The sale of 
these books are NOT limited to just Knights, but to anyone. These also make great Christmas gifts.  Your support of 
this fund raising effort will allow our Council to expand its charitable giving.

Gary Palmer, Chairman

EASY TO PUT OFF  

Buying life insurance is something that’s easy to put off until tomorrow.  And with the busy lives we all lead, 
tomorrow can easily become next week, next month, or even next year.  For the sake of those you love, don’t let that 
happen.  I consider it my fraternal obligation to make sure that every Knights of Columbus member has the 
opportunity to protect his family with the Order’s top-rated insurance products.  I’ll work with you to put a plan in 
place that will help your family when that help is most needed.

We all know someone whose health, instantly and seemingly out-of-the-blue, changes.  You may think this can’t 
happen to you.  Think again.  And keep in mind that no one will ring a bell warning you that your health is about to 
change.  Medical technology has turned many diseases previously termed “death sentences” into very treatable 
conditions. What medical advances haven’t changed, however, is that being diagnosed with one of these diseases will 
dramatically affect your ability to purchase life insurance coverage.  Don’t wait until it’s too late.

Your Knights of Columbus insurance program is second to none.  Knights of Columbus life insurance represents a 
safety net for Catholic families that’s unsurpassed, and I’m proud of that.  I’m also concerned.  Why?  Because so 
many of our brother Knights have no life insurance with the Order.  I suspect that, for many of them, tomorrow has 
become next week, next month or next year.  Don’t be one of them.  Don’t wait for the bell to ring.  It isn’t going to.

I’m at (301) 253-3856 or pmckofc@verizon.net.  Call me.                     Patrick B. McAleer, PGK

mailto:gtdbpalmer@verizon.net


2008 COLUMBUS DAY CHARITY BALL CAR RAFFLE

Dear Brother Knights,

The Maryland State Council is once again planning for the Annual Columbus Day Charity Ball.  As the major 
fundraiser for this event, they have also included the annual car raffle.  The proceeds from raffle ticket sales are split 
between the State Scholarship Fund and the individual councils participating.  This has proven to be a very good 
source of income for councils to use in supporting their CHARITABLE endeavors throughout the year.  The grand 
prize this year is your choice of a  2008 Pontiac G-6  4 DR Sedan (fully equipped) or a 2008 GMC pick- up truck 
regular cab (2-wheel drive -- fully equipped).  The second prize is a flat screen color television.  Don’t forget that the 
grand prize was won in Gaithersburg in 2005.

You should have received your raffle tickets by mail.  We hope that all members will be able to support Council 
#2323 in this fund raising effort by purchasing the tickets yourself, or selling them to others.  As always, there are 
many more tickets available if you are able to sell a larger quantity.  Please contact Shannon Doherty if you have any 
questions – or for additional tickets!

REMEMBER, THE COUNCIL GETS $.60 FOR EVERY TICKET WE SELL.

You can return the ticket stubs (remember to include your name and contact information), and a check made out to: 
“KofC Council #2323” in the envelope enclosed in the mailing.                                                     

Please don’t set these tickets aside and forget about them.  Do it today!

Please respond before the cutoff deadline of October 2, 2008.  YOUR COUNCIL NEEDS THE SUPPORT OF 
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU IN THIS CHARITABLE EFFORT.  We know that we can continue to count 
on all members to support the Council programs and want to thank you in advance for your response.  Let’s exceed 
last year’s effort.  

Fraternally yours,

Randy Drago, Grand Knight    and   Shannon Doherty, Incentive Chairman



        PLEASE SEE THE OUTSIDE COVER FOR SEPTEMBER AND EARLY OCTOBER 
EVENTS  

October  11 Maryland State Columbus Day Ball 7:30 pm to 12:30 am Glen Burnie, MD

October 12 Columbus Day Parade Baltimore

October 13 Columbus Day Celebration Washington, DC

October 15 McNamara Chapter of Grand Knights 8:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

October 16 Sullivan Brothers Assembly Social Meeting 8:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

October 18 Second Degree 2:00 p.m. (Saturday) Father Cuddy Hall

October 26 
(tentative)

Children’s Halloween Party 3:00 p.m. (tentative) Father Cuddy Hall

November 8 Past Grand Knights’ Dinner 8:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

November 18

(tentative)

Council Memorial Mass 7:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

December 2 First Degree Candidates report 
7:15 p.m.

Father Cuddy Hall

December 7 
(tentative)

Joint Communion Breakfast with Manyanet 
Council

9:30 a.m. Father Cuddy Hall

                             FATHER, HEAR OUR PRAYERS  .  .    .                             

Help us to remember Your Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and help us to use them for the good of one another.  Help us to 
fulfill your request for corporal works of mercy, and help us to personally reach-out to our ailing members and our 

bereaved families.

                              FATHER, HEAR OUR PRAYERS  .  .  .                           

Of Thanksgiving for Many Blessings and Prayers Already Answered; and
For Restoration of Health, we especially pray for:

Marteen Aucremanne, Paul Barrett, Jr., Guy Beaven, Helen Dunn, Joseph B. Good, Chrissy Graff, Kevin Hulse, 
Louise Jobb, Luis Jovell, Jr., Clarice Kennedy, Irene Krysa, Joe McNulty, Fran Paepcke (Papkey), Bill Ponton, and 
Military Personnel Worldwide

                              FATHER, HEAR OUR PRAYERS  .  .  .                           

For the Peaceful Rest and Consolation of Loved Ones of:

Delores Marie Sherwood, Jim Scoli, Edward Zetts

And, finally, Prayers of Gratitude for the Lives and Gifts of our Members 
Celebrating Birthdays this Month.



COUNCIL SCHEDULE  

Sept – Oct Tootsie Roll Drive

September 1  Labor Day

September 2 Executive Committee then Council Meeting 7:15 p.m. Then

8:00 p.m.

Father Cuddy Hall

September 12 Family Night w/ Soccer Shoot Out approx 
7:00

6:00 – 10:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

September 13 Senior Citizens Dinner Dance 5:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

September 16 Council Meeting 8:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

September 18 Sullivan Brothers Business Meeting 8:00 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

September 20 Special Olympics Picnic 1:00 -2:30 p.m. Father Cuddy Hall

October 2 First Degree 8:00 p.m. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe

October 7 Executive Committee

and Council Meeting

7:15 p.m and then

8:00 pm

Father Cuddy Hall

October 7 First Degree Candidates arrive at 

7:15 p.m.

Father Cuddy Hall

Please See Inside for More Calendar Items
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